INTRODUCTION

AT the time when this play was exhibited, Athens
had made a remarkable recovery from her defeat.
Under the leadership of Conon, she had made head
against Sparta, and she had already a considerable
fleet. Doubtless the Persian gold which Conon
had brought was the beginning of her recovery ;
but the Athenians must have made great sacrifices
themselves. " And very welcome to the whole
audience must have been the restoration of Wealth,
at the close of the Comedy, to his long-deserted
home in the Athenian Treasury." a

Aristophanes had produced a Plutus in 4<08 D,C. ;
but it probably had " an entirely different plot
carried out in an entirely different manner." & The
present Comedy was exhibited in the spring of 388.
It was the last which he brought out in his own
name; but " there seems every reason to believe
that he afterwards revised it, and exhibited the
revised edition in the name of his son Araros." G
There was no third Plutus, but only a double repre-
sentation of the second, revised and touched up.
The allusions imply the same general situation in
politics as those of the Eccksiasusae.

" Everywhere in the play before us we find tokens
of the change which is passing * over Athenian
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